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The Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) is conducting
an environmental study to evaluate interstate access

and congestion issues on I-15 in the northern Pocatello/
Chubbuck area. The study area is roughly bounded on the
south by the I-15/I-86 WYE, and on the north by 2 1/2 Mile
Road.

N Hiline Ry

ITD has evaluated the five “Build” Concepts (see inside
brochure) and now seeks public input on the results of the
evaluation. A wide range of concepts and their associated
issues and concerns were identified during the Level 1
Screening Process. Concepts were dropped from further
consideration based on information gathered during the
Level 1 Screening. ITD would like the public to comment on the five “Build” Concepts and identify
any issues or concerns that have not been identified. Input gathered from the public will help project
officials further refine the concepts and define the next steps in the environmental study.

Project Purpose and Need

The purpose of the project is to provide transportation system solutions to improve present and future
access to and from [-15 for the safe and efficient movement of people, goods and services, while
relieving congestion at current access points along I-15 and [-86 as growth and development continues
in the area.

The need for the project arises from limited access to the interstate for northbound and southbound
motorists living north of I-86 and east/west of I-15 along with the planned commercial and residential
growth east/west of I-15 and north of Chubbuck.
Existing conditions have created congestion and
safety concerns at current access points and future
growth and development will only make the situation
worse.




The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Process

What is the environmental process? Why is it required?
The National Environmental Policy Act was passed

in 1969. The act, considered the “national charter”
for protection of the environment, has three major
goals:

= Set national environmental policy NEPA

- Establish a basis for the environmental analysis Process

=Operate the Council on Environmental Quality

National Environmental Policy Act requires:

- That federally funded projects be examined for Social, environmental and economic impacts
potential impacts to social and environmental balanced with transportation needs and public
resources, input help shape the decisions and outcomes

under NEPA.

= That impacts to the human and natural resources
be balanced with the public’s need for a safe and efficient transportation system; and

= That a full-disclosure environmental document be prepared for any project likely to have
environmental impacts.

Where Do | Fit In The NEPA Process?

N A General Public

i . The public is invited to attend workshops and informational
meetings throughout the Environmental Study. The purpose
of the meetings is to gather input and address concerns on the
proposed improvements.

BPO Transportation Advisory Committee
The Bannock Planning Organization (BPO) Transportation

Advisory Committee includes representatives from the City
of Chubbuck, the City of Pocatello, Idaho State University and
the Bannock Planning Organization. The advisory committee
is helping identify issues, brainstorm options, and make
recommendations to project officials.

Open House Meeting participants reviewing
project information at Tyhee Elementary.

Local Agency Input Group
The Local Agency Input Group is made up of local regulatory agencies. Its function is to identify

issues, concerns and regulations related to the I-15 Environmental Study. The input group includes
representatives from the City of Chubbuck, the City of Pocatello, the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe, the
Bannock Planning Organization and the Bannock County Commissioners.



Concept Screening Process
Level 1 Screening (Preliminary)

Project officials met with the Bannock Planning
Organization (BPO) Transportation Advisory Committee
and the Local Agency Input Group in the summer of
2004 to identify issues that should be addressed in

the study. Project engineers investigated 17 potential
“Build” Concepts. A preliminary screening analysis
was conducted on the concepts. The “No Build”
Concept and five “Build” Concepts that best met
transportation needs were carried into the Level 2
Screening Process.

Level 2 Screening (2005 - Current)

A Public Open House Meeting was held April 4, 2005 at
Tyhee Elementary School in Chubbuck. The public was
asked to provide input and identify project issues that
needed to be addressed. The meeting was attended
by 169 people who provided 50 written comments
regarding the five “Build” Concepts carried forward
from the Level 1 Screening. The Public Meeting held
June 27th is the last step of the Level 2 Screening
Process. After the meeting, ITD will narrow the number
of concepts carried forward in the environmental
analysis and move toward selecting an alternative.

Screening Criteria

Meets Project Purpose and Need
Would the project improve access
to and from I-15? Would the
project provide safe and efficient
movement of people, goods and
services?

Environmental Constraints
Would the project minimize
adverse environmental effects
to selected built environmental
resources?

Would the project minimize
adverse environmental effects to
selected natural environmental
resources?

Constructibility-Effectiveness

Is the scale of the option
consistent with the benefits that

it provides, or can the function be
served with a lower cost solution?
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Preliminary Concepts

Preliminary Concepts

17 Preliminary Concepts and 5 Local Options for I-15 were
identified to address area-wide congestion and safety
issues. The Preliminary Concepts are:

= Concept 1 - “No Build”

= Concept 2 - Siphon Road Interchange with separated
railroad crossing and extension to Bench Road

= Concept 3 - Siphon Road Interchange with extension
to Bench Road

= Concept 4 - Fairway Drive/Flandro Drive Overpass

= Concept 5 - Fairway Drive/Flandro Drive Underpass

= Concept 6 - Fairway Drive/Quinn Road Overpass

= Concept 7 - Fairway Drive/Quinn Road Underpass

= Concept 8 - Chubbuck Road Interchange (partial
cloverleaf AB)

= Concept 9 - Chubbuck Road Interchange (diamond)

= Concept 10 - Chubbuck Road Interchange Northeast
(partial cloverleaf)

= Concept 11 - Chubbuck Road Interchange Northwest
(partial cloverleaf)

= Concept 12a - 2 1/2 Mile Road Interchange

= Concept 12b - 2 1/1 Mile Road Interchange with
connection to Tyhee Road

= Concept 12c - 2 1/2 Mile Road Interchange (south of
existing 2 1/2 Mile Road Overpass with connection to
Tyhee Road

= Concept 13 - Tyhee Road Interchange

= Concept 14 - Siphon Road Interchange (southern
alignment)

= Concept 15 - Chubbuck Road Interchange with
northbound collector/distributor lane

= Concept 16 - Chubbuck Road Interchange with north
and southbound collector/distributor lanes

Local Options

The local project elements are:

= Local 1 - Hiline Road widening with new Siphon Road/
Bench Road alignment with overpass

e Local 2 - Chubbuck Road widening with Bench Road/
Olympus Drive widening

= Local 3 - Hiline Road widening with new Tyhee Road/
Bench Road alignment with overpass

= Local 4 - East Frontage Road

= Local 5 - West Frontage Road

Five Interchange “Build” Conce

The following five “Build” Concepts and the “I
evaluation are described in the “Concept Evall
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pts Being Evaluated

No Build” Concept are being evaluated during the Level 2 Screening Process. The preliminary results of the
Jation Matrix” below.

Evaluation Matrix of the Level 2 Screening Report
2 Mile Road Tyhee Road “Build” Concepts
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What'’s The Next Step?

Input gathered from the public, local, state
and federal agencies, plus environmental and
engineering studies will be used to identify

a “preferred” alternative and complete an
environmental analysis.

Once a “preferred” alternative is identified, a public
hearing will be held to present the environmental
document and preferred alternative to the public.
The hearing is anticipated to take place in 2007.
After the environmental document is approved by
the Federal Highway Administration this project is
complete. Paving the way for a future project to
design and construct this project.

Comments in Writing
Idaho Transportation Department
Public Involvement Coordinator
PO. Box 7129
Boise, ID 83707-1129

Idaho Transportation Department
PO. Box 7129
Boise, ID 83707-1129

Contact Information
Mark Snyder
Idaho Transportation Department
District 5
Project Manager
(208) 239-3336
mark.snyder@itd.idaho.gov

Gwen Smith
Public Involvement Coordinator
Idaho Transportation Department
(208) 334-4444
gwen.smith@itd.idaho.gov
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